
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR A 

THEME: Patient Waiting on the Lord 

Today is fourth Sunday of Lent called “Laetare” Sunday. This Sunday is marked by a 
relaxation from the penitential character of the Lenten season. Today, we are exhorted to be 
joyful and relax because Christ our Lord has the power to heals us of our illnesses.  

Firstly, Samuel obeyed God by going to where he was asked to go; specifically, to the house 
of Jesse to find a king for Israel. Humbly and patiently, he followed God’s instructions. He 
refused to anoint all the 6 handsome sons of Jesse because God had rejected them. It was left 
with the las one, and Samuel said: “Send for him, we will not sit down to eat until he comes.” 
He did not rush into making quick decisions on his own. Guided by God, he waited patiently 
until the right candidate arrived, David – God’s choice. This reading to invites us to be 
patient in waiting for the fulfilment of God’s promises.  

Sometimes, we are quick to take decision, and when they fail us, then we begin to blame 
God. If only we can have the patience of Samuel today – trusting in God’s promises and 
waiting patiently for them to be fulfilled. We live in difficult and uncertain times today – and 
the coronavirus has even made this very stark. During these desperate moments, the tendency 
to take desperate decisions is high. We are invited today to pray and wait on the Lord.  

In the second reading, Paul reminds us of our former state in darkness before Christ liberated 
us. Hence, Paul admonishes: “…live as children of light, for the effects of the light are seen in 
complete goodness and right living and truth.” Paul simply means that Christ is the light that 
illumines our life. Living outside Him means abiding in darkness. Therefore, we are invited 
to make more efforts to remain and live in Christ, the light of the world.  

During this period of lockdown because of the Covid 19 (No social gatherings, no work; no 
services, no Masses, no family reunions), Paul reminds us that we need to know who we are: 
God’s children who never give up even in difficult times. Difficult times such as this even 
call on us to be more prayerful – and we have all the time to do so. Let us make time to say 
our daily prayers, and to say the Memorare every night before we sleep. It is a powerful 
prayer. When we pray, God listens. Let us not be locked down in our prayers. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus restored the sight of a man born blind – a proof that he cares for the 
wellbeing of his people – especially those in very difficult circumstances. Jesus had to breach 
a cultural and religious norm in order to save this blind man. He healed him on a Sabbath 
day. The problems he faced because of his action did not matter to him at all. What mattered 
was the restoration of the sight of the blind man. 

But the question Jesus’ disciples asked is relevant here: “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?” From this question, it is obvious that the notion was that all 
suffering was caused by sin. However, Jesus’ response proved otherwise. God permits 



somethings to happen for the manifestation of his glory. In other words, this man’s blindness 
was meant to reveal God’s power and glory in Jesus Christ.  

In these difficult and uncertain time when many have fallen ill and others have died all over 
the all because of Covid 19, the questions that could be asked is: Are we being punished by 
God because of our sins? Whose sin is the cause of Covid 19? The parents of the blind man 
did not know why their son was born blind. They had to bear the pain of his blindness and the 
social ridicule this brought to them. It was hard but they bore it all the same and waited.  

Their patient waiting yielded great benefits – As Jesus himself said in another context that: 
“Your endurance will win you your lives” (Lk 21:19), let us patiently wait and pray for 
God divine intervention in the processes leading to the discovery of the cure to Covid 19. As 
the Lord said, “Can a woman abandon the baby at her breast and have no compassion 
for the child of her womb? Even if these will do so, I the Lord will never abandon 
you” (Isa 49:19). May we remain faithful to Jesus during the difficult days and months 
ahead. He will find is a cure as he found one for the man born blind. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR A 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

1. We pray for the Church, especially for Pope Francis, our bishops and priests and all who 
work to spread the Gospel; that God’s grace will inspire them to speak in words the world 

understands: so that by leading gently, advising wisely, counselling lovingly and welcoming 
whole-heartedly, they may bring many to come to know and love Jesus.  

Lord hear us 
 

2. For families and households, especially those experiencing difficult times and life-
changing situations due to Covid 19; that they will find Jesus close to them, soothing, healing 

and relieving them of their pain and grief. 
Lord hear us 

 
3. We pray for the nations and governments of the world, especially these experiencing the 

ravaging effects of the coronavirus; that the calm reassurance of Jesus may heal the sick, save 
the dying and speedy the efforts to find a cure to the virus.  

Lord hear us 
 

4. For the sick, the suffering and the dying; for those attending to hospitals and clinics, and 
those in residential homes; for their relations, and the staff who look after them; that they 

may experience the healing and protecting presence of Jesus. 
Lord hear us 

 
5. We pray for all who lead lonely and unhappy lives; all whose marriages are crumbling; all 

who cannot cope with the demands of family life; that they may be sustained and 
strengthened through the grace and love of God.  



Lord hear us 

 
6. In a moment of silence, let us present our personal prayer to the Lord. (Pause for 15 

seconds). We make our prayers with those of the Blessed Virgin Mary who was faithful 
to God at all times as we say: Hail Mary.......................... 


