
FIFTHSUDAY OF LENT YEAR A 

THEME: Nothing is Impossible for God 

Today is the fifth Sunday of Lent. The Church reminds us that there is nothing that is 
impossible for God. The readings today remind us that no matter what life brings to us; 
sickness, disease, or even death, God can make a difference if we call on him. 

In the first reading of today, the prophet Ezekiel gives us a picture of Israel at their darkest 
moment in history. They were hopeless exiles in Babylon; people who had lost their integrity, 
identity and their birth right. Thus, they were almost at the point of giving up as they could 
find no way back to the Promised Land God gave to them through their ancestors. In this 
darkest moment of their life, God raises the prophet Ezekiel as an icon of hope to the people. 
He announces to them an impending moment of rebirth.  

In the great vision, of which we read three paltry verses, he sees a valley full of dead bones. 
The Lord commands him to breathe on the dead bones. Ezekiel breathes, and the bones come 
alive. Symbolically, this prophecy was a sign of the rebirth of Israel as a people; that they will 
return to the Promised Land. We will see how this prophecy of Ezekiel partners today’s 
Gospel reading as a fulfilment. Today, this promise is still being made to us when we face 
circumstances that rocks us to the bottom. It is a promise of God’s restoration of lives 
weakened by sin, sickness, and the difficulties of life. At our darkest moments, God is always 
there, beckoning us to look up to him for help and strength.  

Our greatest concern today is finding a cure for the coronavirus. We may be experiencing the 
stress and loneliness that come with the current lock down due to the coronavirus. Many are 
anxious because of the uncertainties surrounding the virus. Will I be the next? And If yes, 
what will happen to me if I contract it? Will I die? These questions alone are enough cause 
for worry, albeit the anxieties created by the media. But we have a God reassures us that he 
cares about us and will look after us. Let us look up to him in prayer at this difficult time.   

The Gospel today presents us with Jesus’ demonstration of power. Traditional Jewish belief 
that the soul of a dead person remains with the body for three days. After three days the soul 
departs finally from the body never to return, and that is when corruption sets in. When 
Martha objects to the opening of the tomb and says, “Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead four days” (John 11:39), she is expressing the common view that 
Lazarus’ situation is a hopeless one. However, God’s power is always made manifest in 
situation that are considered “hopeless”. It is when all is lost, that God comes to make a 
difference. He invites us to keep hoping and trusting in him. G.K. Chesterton once said, 
“Hope means hoping when things are hopeless, or it is no virtue at all.”  

In traditional Jewish mentality bringing back to life a person who is already dead four days 
dead and decaying is as unthinkable as the prophet Ezekiel’s vision in which the grey, dry 



bones of the dead are miraculously restored to life (Ezek 37:1-14). By raising Lazarus from 
death, Christ proved that he is really, the resurrection and the life. However, he needed 
Martha to believe this – “I am the resurrection and the life.... Do you believe this?” And 
Martha said, “Yes Lord, I believe...”. Jesus needs us to believe in him at all times no matter 
the situation. We need to trust that he save us from the deadening situations that threaten our 
lives, happiness and our peace. What can we learn from today’s Gospel?  

First, today’s miracle is an expression of love. We were told that when the message came to 
Jesus: “The man you love is ill.” Jesus went because of the love he had for Lazarus and his 
family. Just as their joy was his joy, so also, their sorrow became his sorrow. So, “Jesus 
wept!” This demonstrates that Jesus shares in our pain and sorrow. Second, our faith is very 
important in the working of any miracle. Christ asked Mary and Martha: “I am the 
resurrection and the life…Do you believe this?” To raise Lazarus to life, Jesus needed the 
faith of his two sisters. He needs our faith too, to deal with the current situation of the 
coronavirus. Let us never give up in calling on him in trust. God is still in control. 

5th Sunday of Lent 
PETITIONS AND PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

 
1. We pray for the Church: especially for Pope Francis, our Bishops, Priests and all who 
devote their lives to spreading of the Gospel; that God will bless them in their work of 

helping others experience Jesus, our source of life and love.  
Lord hear us 

 
2. For all areas of bureaucracy which frustrate and delay the course of good and charitable 

works; for areas of conflict, hatred and war; that God will enable goodness, peace and love to 
grow and flourish, and that evil may be overcome and vanquished. 

Lord hear us 
 

3. We pray that through God’s abiding grace, we may find a cure to the Coronavirus disease; 
May he grant healing to the sick and salvation to the dying. May he save our world from the 

evil one  
Lord hear us 

 
4. For those mourning the death of their loved ones, especially families that have lost their 
love ones through the coronavirus; that they may all experience the healing and comforting 

presence of Jesus at this difficult time. 
Lord hear us 

 
5. We pray for those coping with family problems; those who have no one or nowhere to turn 

to; that Jesus will there at their darkest moments, to heal and safe, to protect and guide.  
Lord hear us 

 
6. For all of us who are experiencing loneliness due to this lockdown: for an increase in faith 



in moments of doubts and hopelessness; for a stronger love and determination to hold firm to 
Jesus at all times; that by so doing, we may experience his healing and saving presence.  

Lord hear us 
 

7. In a moment of silence, let us present our personal prayer to the Lord (Pause for 10 
seconds). We join our prayers with those of the Blessed Virgin Mary who was faithful to 

Jesus at all times as we say: Hail Mary........ 


